Guidelines on the role of the specialist nurse in supporting patients with lung cancer.
Recently, there has been a significant increase in the number of nurse specialist posts working with patients with lung cancer in the UK. This has been in response to a recognized need to improve lung cancer services. However, there is concern that these posts have been developed quickly with little strategic planning or evaluation. This paper is a collaborative project by the members of The London and South East Lung Cancer Forum for Nurses and aims to offer guidelines to managers and practitioners on areas where improvements may be made in the care of patients with lung cancer. Recommendations are based on Government guidelines, evidence from recent research studies and the experience of the members of the Forum.